
 

 2 

Explanation of Terms 
 
Content Standards are broad descriptions of what students should know and be able to do in a content area.  Content standards describe what students’ 
knowledge and skills should be at the end of a sequence of study. 
 
Objectives are incremental steps toward accomplishment of content standards.  Objectives are listed by grade level and are organized around the content 
standards.   Objectives build across grade levels as students advance in their knowledge and skills. 
 
Performance Descriptors describe in narrative format how students demonstrate achievement of the content standards.  Five performance levels have been 
proposed for West Virginia: distinguished, above mastery, mastery, partial mastery and novice.  Performance Descriptors serve two functions.  Instructionally, 
they give teachers more information about the level of knowledge and skills they are building in their students. Performance levels and descriptors are also used 
to categorize and explain student performance on statewide assessment instruments. 
 
Numbering of Standards 
The number for each content standard is composed of three parts, each part separated by a period: 

• The content area code (e.g., DE for Driver Education); 
• The letter S, for Standard; and 
• The standard number. 

Illustration:   DE.S.1 refers to Driver Education content standard #1 
 
Numbering of Objectives 
The number of each objective is composed of four parts, each part separated by a period: 

• The content area code or course code;  
• The grade level (an exception is driver education, which uses no grade level since it offered only in high school). The number of the content standard 

addressed; and  
• The objective number. 

Illustration:  DE.2.3 refers to a Driver Education objective that addresses standard #2 in Driver Education and that is the third objective listed under that standard. 
 
Numbering of Performance Descriptors 
The number for each group of five performance descriptors is composed of four parts, each part separated by a period: 

• The content area or course code; 
• The letters PD, for Performance Descriptors; 
• The grade level (See exceptions noted above for grade level under numbering of objectives); and 
• The standard number. 

Illustration:  DE.PD.2 refers to Driver Education performance descriptors for, content standard 2. 
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Unique Electronic Numbers (UENs) 
 
Unique Electronic Numbers (or UENs) are numbers that help to electronically identify, categorize and link specific bits of information. Once 
Policy 2520.8 is available on the Web, each standard, each objective, and each group of five performance descriptors will have a Unique 
Electronic Number (UEN) that will always remain the same. 
 
The codes printed in Policy 2520.8 form the basis of the UENs. The only additional set of numbers that will be added to each code to formulate its 
UEN will be a prefix that indicates the year and month that a particular version of Policy 2520.8 is approved by the State Board of Education. The 
prefix for the UENs for each content area in Policy 2520.8 is noted at the top of each page containing standards, objectives and performance 
descriptors.  As sections of 2520.8 are revised, UENs will be changed to reflect the new approval date. 
 
UENs (Unique Electronic Numbers) are unique numbers that facilitate implementation of WV Standards into Electronic formats such as Databases 
and XML Files. The WV Department of Education encourages everyone who is going to use the WV Content Standards in any kind of electronic 
distribution, alignment, or software development to use the UENs so that all efforts can be cross-referenced and there is consistency across 
initiatives. 
 
Illustration: The UEN for performance descriptors for secondary driver education, standard #2 will be “200602.DE.2”. 
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Abbreviations 

 
 
 
 
 
Content Area DE Driver Education 
 
 
Other Abbreviations 
  PD Performance Descriptors 
  S Standard (Content Standard) 
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DRIVER EDUCATION – POLICY 2520.8 
 
The goals of the Driver Education Program of Study are to provide students with the knowledge and skills to safely and efficiently operate a motor vehicle on our 
nation’s streets and highways, to equip students with the knowledge to enable them to make wise decisions as drivers, and to assist students to become 
responsible users of the highway transportation system.  West Virginia’s vision for education includes the integration of technology throughout the curriculum so 
that all West Virginia students have the opportunity to develop technology skills that support learning.  Successful learning environments provide opportunities 
for students to use education technology interwoven with relevant curriculum content.  West Virginia teachers are responsible for integrating technology 
appropriately in the students’ learning environment. 
 
Standard 1:  Vehicle Familiarization (DE.S.1)  
The vehicles we drive are complex machines made up of many systems and parts.   All vehicles need preventive maintenance and periodic repairs to help reduce 
operating costs.  This standard provides students an understanding of the systems and the basic operation of a vehicle; and use safety equipment while operating a 
vehicle. 
 
Standard 2:  Basic Vehicle Maneuvers (DE.S.2) 
Lane changing, passing, following, entering and exiting traffic, driving in cities/towns, rural and urban roads and freeways are some of many of the basic 
maneuvers needed for driving.  Physical, as well as psychomotor skills, are required for basic control of the vehicle. 
 
Standard 3:  Driver Fitness Tasks (DE.S.3) 
Students need to demonstrate knowledge of physical, psychological, and emotional factors and their relationship to the safe operation of a vehicle; and explain 
how emotional state, level of maturity, and use of alcohol and/or drugs affect driver performance, decision-making, and overall safe operation of a vehicle.  
 
Standard 4:  Intermediate and Advanced Control Tasks (DE.S.4) 
Extreme situations will raise many questions on how to drive safely.  Skills required for the safe and efficient operation of a vehicle as well as the relationship of 
driver actions to environmental factors are necessary for efficient operation of a motor vehicle.  Natural laws, road and weather conditions, vehicle 
characteristics, and the safe operation of a vehicle are included in this standard. 
 
Standard 5:  Legal (DE.S.5) 
This standard introduces students to driving and the responsibilities that go along with it, including the use of the highway transportation system, legal 
requirements for licensing and owning a vehicle, traffic laws, and ordinances regulating the operation of a vehicle on the nation’s streets and highways.  The 
respect for the rights and responsibilities of other roadway users is emphasized. 
 
Standard 6:  The Vehicle (DE.S.6) 
The various aspects of owning and operating a vehicle includes identifying procedures for the purchase, ownership, and use of a vehicle.  Preventive maintenance 
checks for the safe and efficient operation of the vehicle; and strategies for trip planning, map reading, and budgeting of money for vehicular- related costs are 
included. 
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Driver Education Content Standards and Objectives 
 
The program of study includes cognitive development relating to traffic laws and ordinances, traffic signs, signals and markers, natural laws, fuel 
conservation and vehicle restraint systems.  Also included are the physical, psychological, and legal aspects, effects, and consequences of the use of 
alcohol and drugs as related to the driving of a motorized vehicle.  Instruction is provided to develop the perceptual and psychomotor skills required for 
basic control of the vehicle, lane changing, passing, following, entering and exiting from traffic, driving in cities/towns, on rural and urban roads and 
freeways, responding to emergencies, various road and weather conditions, defensive driving techniques, and interaction with other highway users 
including motorcycles, ATVs, and trucks. The program emphasizes strategies to develop the behavior patterns known as the S.I.P.D.E. Concept 
(Search, Identify, Predict, Decide, and Execute).  The West Virginia Standards for Next Generation Learning include the following components: Next 
Generation Content Standards and Objectives and Next Generation Learning Skills and Technology Tools.  All West Virginia teachers are responsible 
for classroom instruction that integrates learning skills, technology and objectives. 
 
 
 Driver Education 
Standard:1 Vehicle Familiarization (DE.S.1) 
(DE.S.1) Students will: 

develop an understanding of the systems and the basic operation of a vehicle; and 
perform pre- and post-driving checks, perform basic procedures for operating a vehicle, and use safety equipment while operating a vehicle. 
 

Performance Descriptors DE.S.1 
Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice 

Students performing at the 
distinguished level will serve 
as a model for others while: 
performing procedures for pre- 
and post-driving checks; 
starting the engine under 
normal and abnormal 
conditions; smoothly 
accelerating, maintaining 
control, and stopping the 
vehicle with conventional and 
anti-lock braking systems; 
utilizing the safety equipment 
and restraint devices; 
identifying and explaining the 
instruments and control 
devices within the vehicle. 

Students performing at the 
above mastery level will 
demonstrate, analyze and 
explain procedures for: pre- 
and post-driving checks; 
procedures for starting the 
engine under normal and 
abnormal conditions; smoothly 
accelerating, maintaining 
control, and stopping the 
vehicle with conventional and 
anti-lock braking systems; the 
use of safety equipment and 
restraint devices; and use of 
instruments and control 
devices within the vehicle. 

Students performing at the 
mastery level will demonstrate 
procedures for: pre- and post-
driving checks; starting the 
engine under normal and 
abnormal conditions; smoothly 
accelerating, maintaining 
control, and stopping the 
vehicle with conventional and 
anti-lock braking systems; the 
use of safety equipment and 
restraint devices; and use of 
instruments and control 
devices within the vehicle. 

Students performing at the 
partial mastery level will need 
encouragement to:  
demonstrate procedures for 
pre- and post-driving checks; 
starting the engine under 
normal and abnormal 
conditions; smoothly 
accelerating, maintaining 
control, and stopping the 
vehicle with conventional and 
anti-lock braking systems; the 
use of safety equipment and 
restraint devices; and use of 
instruments and control 
devices within the vehicle. 
 

Students performing at the 
novice level will need 
assistance to: demonstrate 
procedures for pre- and post-
driving checks; starting the 
engine under normal and 
abnormal conditions; smoothly 
accelerating, maintaining 
control, and stopping the 
vehicle with conventional and 
anti-lock braking systems; the 
use of safety equipment and 
restraint devices; and use of 
instruments and control 
devices within the vehicle. 
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Objectives Students will 
DE.01.01 demonstrate and explain  procedures for pre- and post-driving checks. 
DE.01.02 demonstrate and evaluate the procedures for starting the engine under normal and abnormal conditions. 
DE.01.03 demonstrate the ability to smoothly accelerate, maintain control, and stop the vehicle with conventional and anti-lock braking systems. 
DE.01.04 utilize and explain the safety equipment and restraint devices within the vehicle. 
DE.01.05 identify and explain functions of instruments and control devices within the vehicle. 
 
 Driver Education 
Standard:2 Basic Vehicle Maneuvers 
(DE.S.2) Students will demonstrate psychomotor skills required for basic control of the vehicle, lane changing, passing, following, entering and exiting 

traffic, driving in cities/towns, rural and urban roads and freeways. 
Performance Descriptors DE.S.2 

Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice 
Students performing at the 
distinguished level will serve 
as model for others while: 
identifying the relationship of 
the human, environmental, and 
vehicular aspects of the 
highway transportation 
system; executing steering 
adjustments and controlling 
vehicles speed while driving 
along straight and curved 
paths of travel; controlling 
speed and direction while 
backing the vehicle along 
straight and curved paths; 
stopping and securing the 
vehicle on level and hilly 
terrain; performing the driving 
skills necessary to interact 
with other highway users in 
rural, urban, residential, 
limited access, and general 
highway environments; 
demonstrating skills necessary 
to safely enter and exit from 
the flow of traffic; performing 
driving techniques that will 

Students performing at the 
above mastery level will 
demonstrate, analyze, and 
explain: the relationship of 
human, environmental, and 
vehicular aspects of the 
highway transportation 
system; steering adjustments 
and control of vehicle speed 
while driving along straight 
and curved paths of travel; 
control of speed and direction 
while backing the vehicle 
along straight and curved 
paths; stopping and securing 
the vehicle on level and hilly 
terrain; driving skills 
necessary to interact with 
other highway users in rural, 
urban, residential, limited 
access, and general highway 
environments; skills necessary 
to safely enter and exit from 
the flow of traffic; driving 
techniques that will maintain 
a safe separation/space around 
the vehicle; skills needed to 

Students performing at the 
mastery level will identify 
and/or demonstrate: the 
relationship of human, 
environmental, and vehicular 
aspects of the highway 
transportation system; 
steering adjustments and 
control of vehicle speed while 
driving along straight and 
curved paths of travel; control 
of speed and direction while 
backing the vehicle along 
straight and curved paths; 
stopping and securing the 
vehicle on level and hilly 
terrain; driving skills 
necessary to interact with 
other highway users in rural, 
urban, residential, limited 
access, and general highway 
environments; skills necessary 
to safely enter and exit from 
the flow of traffic; driving 
techniques that will maintain 
a safe separation/space around 
the vehicle; skills needed to 

Students performing at the 
partial mastery level will need 
encouragement to identify 
and/or demonstrate: the 
relationship of human, 
environmental, and vehicular 
aspects of the highway 
transportation system; 
steering adjustments and 
control of vehicle speed while 
driving along straight and 
curved paths of travel; control 
of speed and direction while 
backing the vehicle along 
straight and curved paths; 
stopping and securing the 
vehicle on level and hilly 
terrain; driving skills 
necessary to interact with 
other highway users in rural, 
urban, residential, limited 
access, and general highway 
environments; skills necessary 
to safely enter and exit from 
the flow of traffic; driving 
techniques that will maintain 
a safe separation/space around 

Students performing at the 
novice level will need 
assistance to identify and/or 
demonstrate: the relationship 
of human, environmental, 
and vehicular aspects of the 
highway transportation 
system; steering adjustments 
and control of vehicle speed 
while driving along straight 
and curved paths of travel; 
control of speed and direction 
while backing the vehicle 
along straight and curved 
paths; stopping and securing 
the vehicle on level and hilly 
terrain; driving skills 
necessary to interact with 
other highway users in rural, 
urban, residential, limited 
access, and general highway 
environments; skills 
necessary to safely enter and 
exit from the flow of traffic; 
driving techniques that will 
maintain a safe 
separation/space around the 
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maintain a safe 
separation/space around the 
vehicle; demonstrating skills 
needed to safely perform lane-
changing maneuvers; 
demonstrating skills necessary 
for safely overtaking and 
passing other vehicles; 
demonstrating safe lane usage 
under varying traffic 
conditions; performing 
intersection-turning maneuvers 
legally, safely, and efficiently; 
performing turnabout 
maneuvers, which will allow 
the vehicle to safely proceed in 
the opposite direction; and 
recognizing and applying 
driving techniques that result 
in increased fuel/energy. 

safely perform lane-changing 
maneuvers; skills necessary 
for safely overtaking and 
passing other vehicles; safe 
lane usage under varying 
traffic conditions; 
intersection-turning 
maneuvers legally, safely, and 
efficiently; turnabout 
maneuvers, which will allow 
the vehicle to safely proceed 
in the opposite direction; and 
driving techniques that result 
in increased fuel/energy. 
 

safely perform lane-changing 
maneuvers; skills necessary 
for safely overtaking and 
passing other vehicles; safe 
lane usage under varying 
traffic conditions; 
intersection-turning 
maneuvers legally, safely, and 
efficiently; turnabout 
maneuvers, which will allow 
the vehicle to safely proceed 
in the opposite direction; and 
driving techniques that result 
in increased fuel/energy. 
 

the vehicle; skills needed to 
safely perform lane-changing 
maneuvers; skills necessary 
for safely overtaking and 
passing other vehicles; safe 
lane usage under varying 
traffic conditions; 
intersection-turning 
maneuvers legally, safely, and 
efficiently; turnabout 
maneuvers, which will allow 
the vehicle to safely proceed 
in the opposite direction; and 
driving techniques that result 
in increased fuel/energy. 
 

vehicle; skills needed to 
safely perform lane-changing 
maneuvers; skills necessary 
for safely overtaking and 
passing other vehicles; safe 
lane usage under varying 
traffic conditions; 
intersection-turning 
maneuvers legally, safely, 
and efficiently; turnabout 
maneuvers, which will allow 
the vehicle to safely proceed 
in the opposite direction; and 
driving techniques that result 
in increased fuel/energy. 
 

    Students will 
DE.02.01 identify the relationship of the human, environmental, and vehicular aspects of the highway transportation system. 
DE.02.02 execute steering adjustments and control vehicles speed while driving along straight and curved paths of travel. 
DE.02.03 control speed and direction while backing the vehicle along straight and curved paths. 
DE.02.04 stop and secure the vehicle on level and hilly terrain. 
DE.02.05 perform the driving skills necessary to interact with other highway users in rural, urban, residential, limited access, and general highway environments. 
DE.02.06 demonstrate and explain skills necessary to safely enter and exit from the flow of traffic. 
DE.02.07 perform driving techniques that will maintain a safe separation/space around the vehicle. 
DE.02.08 demonstrate and explain skills needed to safely perform lane-changing maneuvers. 
DE.02.09 demonstrate and explain skills necessary for safely overtaking and passing other vehicles. 
DE.02.10 demonstrate and explain safe lane usage under varying traffic conditions. 
DE.02.11 perform intersection-turning maneuvers legally, safely, and efficiently. 
DE.02.12 perform turnabout maneuvers, which will allow the vehicle to safely proceed in the opposite direction. 
DE.02.13 recognize and apply driving techniques that result in increased fuel/energy. 
 
 

 Driver Education 
Standard:3 Driver Fitness Tasks (DE.S.3) 
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(DE.S.3) Students will 
demonstrate knowledge of physical, psychological, and emotional factors and their relationship to the safe operation of a vehicle; and 
explain how emotional state, level of maturity, and use of alcohol and/or drugs affect driver performance, decision-making, and overall safe 
operation of a vehicle. 
 

Performance Descriptors DE.S.3 
Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice 

Students performing at the 
distinguished level will serve 
as a model for others while: 
describing methods utilized 
by drivers to counteract 
drowsiness, fatigue, and 
exposure to carbon monoxide 
poisoning; describing the 
impact of emotions on driving 
performance; describing the 
need/importance for 
correcting and/or 
compensating for driver 
disabilities; identifying and 
explaining the magnitude of 
alcohol-related traffic 
collisions involving motor 
vehicle operators and 
pedestrians at the local, state, 
and national levels; describing 
and explaining  the effects of 
alcohol and/or drugs on the 
individual in relation to 
driving task;  identifying state 
laws and consequences of 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol and/or drugs; 
identifying state laws dealing 
with driving under the 
influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs; explaining how body 
weight, quantity and type of 
food, rest, and amount of 

Students performing at the 
above mastery level will 
identify, analyze, and explain: 
methods utilized by drivers to 
counteract drowsiness, 
fatigue, and exposure to 
carbon monoxide poisoning; 
the impact of emotions on 
driving performance; the 
need/importance for 
correcting and/or 
compensating for driver 
disabilities; the magnitude of 
alcohol-related traffic 
collisions involving motor 
vehicle operators and 
pedestrians at the local, state, 
and national levels  the effects 
of alcohol and/or drugs on the 
individual in relation to 
driving task;  state laws 
dealing with driving under the 
influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs; how body weight, 
quantity and type of food, 
rest, and amount of alcohol 
consumed may affect one’s 
driving ability in different 
ways at different times;  
characteristics of a courteous 
driver. 

Students performing at the 
mastery level will identify: 
methods utilized by drivers to 
counteract drowsiness, 
fatigue, and exposure to 
carbon monoxide poisoning; 
the impact of emotions on 
driving performance; the 
need/importance for 
correcting and/or 
compensating for driver 
disabilities; the magnitude of 
alcohol-related traffic 
collisions involving motor 
vehicle operators and 
pedestrians at the local, state, 
and national levels  the effects 
of alcohol and/or drugs on the 
individual in relation to 
driving task;  state laws 
dealing with driving under the 
influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs; how body weight, 
quantity and type of food, 
rest, and amount of alcohol 
consumed may affect one’s 
driving ability in different 
ways at different times;  
characteristics of a courteous 
driver. 

Students performing at the 
partial mastery level will need 
encouragement to identify: 
methods utilized by drivers to 
counteract drowsiness, 
fatigue, and exposure to 
carbon monoxide poisoning; 
the impact of emotions on 
driving performance; the 
need/importance for 
correcting and/or 
compensating for driver 
disabilities; the magnitude of 
alcohol-related traffic 
collisions involving motor 
vehicle operators and 
pedestrians at the local, state, 
and national levels  the effects 
of alcohol and/or drugs on the 
individual in relation to 
driving task;  state laws 
dealing with driving under the 
influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs; how body weight, 
quantity and type of food, 
rest, and amount of alcohol 
consumed may affect one’s 
driving ability in different 
ways at different times;  
characteristics of a courteous 
driver. 

Students performing at the 
novice level will need 
assistance to identify:  
methods utilized by drivers to 
counteract drowsiness, 
fatigue, and exposure to 
carbon monoxide poisoning; 
the impact of emotions on 
driving performance; the 
need/importance for 
correcting and/or 
compensating for driver 
disabilities; the magnitude of 
alcohol-related traffic 
collisions involving motor 
vehicle operators and 
pedestrians at the local, state, 
and national levels  the effects 
of alcohol and/or drugs on the 
individual in relation to 
driving task;  state laws 
dealing with driving under the 
influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs; how body weight, 
quantity and type of food, 
rest, and amount of alcohol 
consumed may affect one’s 
driving ability in different 
ways at different times;  
characteristics of a courteous 
driver. 
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alcohol consumed may affect 
one’s driving ability in 
different ways at different 
times; list characteristics of a 
courteous driver. 

 
 
Objectives Students will 
DE.03.01 describe and assess methods utilized by drivers to counteract drowsiness, fatigue, and exposure to carbon monoxide poisoning. 
DE.03.02 describe and assess the impact of emotions on driving performance.  
DE.03.03 describe and assess the need/importance for correcting and/or compensation for driver disabilities. 
DE.03.04 identify and explain the magnitude of alcohol-related traffic collisions involving motor vehicle operators and pedestrians at the local state, and 

national levels.. 
DE.03.05 describe and explain the effects of alcohol and/or drugs on the individual in relation to driving task. 
DE.03.06 identify state laws and consequences of driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs. 
DE.03.07 explain how body weight, quantity and type of food, rest, and amount of alcohol consumed may affect one’s driving ability in different ways at 

different times.. 
DE.03.08 explain and perform characteristics of a courteous driver.. 

 
 Driver Education 
Standard:4 Intermediate and Advanced Control Tasks (DE.S.4) 
(DE.S.4) Students will 

demonstrate intermediate and advanced skills required for the safe and efficient operation of a vehicle; and 
identify the relationship of driver actions to:  environmental factors, natural laws, road and weather conditions, vehicle characteristics, and the 
safe operation of a vehicle. 
 

Performance Descriptors DE.S.4 
Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice 

Students performing at the 
distinguished level will serve 
as a model for others when: 
describing the relationship 
between driver actions, 
environmental factors, vehicle 
characteristics, and roadway 
conditions through all three 
types of skids; demonstrating 
skills required for city, urban, 
rural, and limited access 

Students performing at the 
above mastery level will 
identify, analyze and explain: 
the relationship between 
driver actions, environmental 
factors, vehicle 
characteristics, and roadway 
conditions through all three 
types of skids; skills required 
for city, urban, rural, and 
limited access highways; 

Students performing at the 
mastery level will 
demonstrate and/or identify: 
the relationship between 
driver actions, environmental 
factors, vehicle 
characteristics, and roadway 
conditions through all three 
types of skids; skills required 
for city, urban, rural, and 
limited access highways; 

Students performing at the 
partial mastery level will need 
encouragement to 
demonstrate and /or identify: 
the relationship between 
driver actions, environmental 
factors, vehicle 
characteristics, and roadway 
conditions through all three 
types of skids; skills required 
for city, urban, rural, and 

Students performing at the 
novice level will need 
assistance to demonstrate and 
/or identify: the relationship 
between driver actions, 
environmental factors, vehicle 
characteristics, and roadway 
conditions through all three 
types of skids; skills required 
for city, urban, rural, and 
limited access highways; 
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highways; executing angle, 
parallel, and perpendicular 
parking; demonstrating the 
driving adjustments needed to 
cope with various road 
surface conditions and 
roadway obstructions; 
identifying safe driving 
practices at railroad crossings; 
identifying safe practices for 
operating a vehicle under 
adverse conditions such as 
snow, rain, ice, fog, and 
darkness; identifying the 
natural laws of physics as 
they apply to safe and 
efficient driving; identifying 
procedures for coping with 
emergency driving situations;  
identifying the principles and 
procedures for safely towing a 
trailer and/or other vehicles; 
and driving in a mindful and 
observant fashion. 

skills needed to angle, 
parallel, and perpendicular 
parking; driving adjustments 
needed to cope with various 
road surface conditions and 
roadway obstructions; safe 
driving practices at railroad 
crossings; safe practices for 
operating a vehicle under 
adverse conditions such as 
snow, rain, ice, fog, and 
darkness; the natural laws of 
physics as they apply to safe 
and efficient driving; 
procedures for coping with 
emergency driving situations;  
the principles and procedures 
for safely towing a trailer 
and/or other vehicles; and the 
consequences of distracted 
driving. 
 

skills needed to angle, 
parallel, and perpendicular 
parking; driving adjustments 
needed to cope with various 
road surface conditions and 
roadway obstructions; safe 
driving practices at railroad 
crossings; safe practices for 
operating a vehicle under 
adverse conditions such as 
snow, rain, ice, fog, and 
darkness; the natural laws of 
physics as they apply to safe 
and efficient driving; 
procedures for coping with 
emergency driving situations; 
and the principles  procedures 
for safely towing a trailer 
and/or other vehicles; and the 
consequences of distracted 
driving. 
 

limited access highways; 
skills needed to angle, 
parallel, and perpendicular 
parking; driving adjustments 
needed to cope with various 
road surface conditions and 
roadway obstructions; safe 
driving practices at railroad 
crossings; safe practices for 
operating a vehicle under 
adverse conditions such as 
snow, rain, ice, fog, and 
darkness; the natural laws of 
physics as they apply to safe 
and efficient driving; 
procedures for coping with 
emergency driving situations;  
the principles and procedures 
for safely towing a trailer 
and/or other vehicles; and the 
consequences of distracted 
driving. 

skills needed to angle, 
parallel, and perpendicular 
parking; driving adjustments 
needed to cope with various 
road surface conditions and 
roadway obstructions; safe 
driving practices at railroad 
crossings; safe practices for 
operating a vehicle under 
adverse conditions such as 
snow, rain, ice, fog, and 
darkness; the natural laws of 
physics as they apply to safe 
and efficient driving; 
procedures for coping with 
emergency driving situations; 
and the principles; procedures 
for safely towing a trailer 
and/or other vehicles; and the 
consequences of distracted 
driving. 
 

 
 
 
Objectives Students will 
DE.04.01 explain the relationship between driver actions, environmental factors, vehicle characteristics, and roadway conditions through all three types of 

skids. 
DE.04.02 Demonstrate and/or explain skills required for city, urban, rural, and limited access highways. 
DE.04.03 execute angle, parallel, and perpendicular parking. 
DE.04.04 identify and describe the driving adjustments needed to cope with various road surface conditions and roadway obstructions. 
DE.04.05 Identify and explain safe driving practices at railroad crossings. 
DE.04.06 identify and explain safe practices for operating a vehicle under adverse conditions such as snow, rain, ice, fog, and darkness. 
DE.04.07 identify and explain the natural laws of physics as they apply to safe and efficient driving. 
DE.04.08 identify and explain procedures for coping with emergency driving situations. 
DE.04.09 identify and justify  the principles and procedures for safely towing a trailer and/or other vehicles. 
DE.04.10 Identify and explain driving behaviors that are distracting to the driver and the consequences. 
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 Driver Education 
Standard: 5 Legal (DE.S.5) 
(DE.S.5) Students will 

identify characteristics for responsible use of the highway transportation system;  
list:  the legal requirements for licensing and owning a vehicle; traffic laws; and ordinances regulating the operation of a vehicle on the nation’s 
streets and highways; and  
demonstrate respect for of the rights and responsibilities of other roadway users (e.g., trucks, pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists) while 
operating a vehicle. 
 

Performance Descriptors DE.S.5 
Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice 

Students performing at the 
distinguished level will serve 
as a model for others while: 
identifying the legal 
requirement for owning and 
operating a vehicle, i.e., 
registration, titling, licensing, 
insuring, and legally 
equipping a vehicle; 
identifying knowledge of 
traffic laws and recognize the 
importance and necessity for 
supporting and observing 
laws; identifying all highway 
signs, signals, and roadway 
markings; listing rights and 
responsibilities of other 
roadway users, e.g., 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorcyclists; identifying the 
roles of engineering, 
enforcement, and education in 
the highway transportation 
system; identifying safety 
problems and data concerning 
the highway transportation 
system; identifying of the 
Good Samaritan Law; 
identifying legal requirements 

Students performing at the 
above mastery level will 
demonstrate/identify, analyze, 
and explain: the legal 
requirement for owning and 
operating a vehicle, i.e., 
registration, titling, licensing, 
insuring, and legally 
equipping a vehicle; 
knowledge of traffic laws and 
recognize the importance and 
necessity for supporting and 
observing laws; all highway 
signs, signals, and roadway 
markings; rights and 
responsibilities of other 
roadway users, e.g., 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorcyclists; the roles of 
engineering, enforcement, and 
education in the highway 
transportation system; safety 
problems and data concerning 
the highway transportation 
system; the Good Samaritan 
Law; legal requirements 
pertaining to the reporting of 
traffic collisions; and 
requirements in the West 

Students performing at the 
mastery level will 
demonstrate/ identify: the 
legal requirement for owning 
and operating a vehicle, i.e., 
registration, titling, licensing, 
insuring, and legally 
equipping a vehicle; 
knowledge of traffic laws and 
recognize the importance and 
necessity for supporting and 
observing laws; all highway 
signs, signals, and roadway 
markings; rights and 
responsibilities of other 
roadway users, e.g., 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorcyclists; the roles of 
engineering, enforcement, and 
education in the highway 
transportation system; safety 
problems and data concerning 
the highway transportation 
system; the Good Samaritan 
Law; legal requirements 
pertaining to the reporting of 
traffic collisions; and 
requirements in the West 
Virginia Driver Licensing 

Students performing at the 
partial mastery level will need 
encouragement to 
demonstrate/identify: the legal 
requirement for owning and 
operating a vehicle, i.e., 
registration, titling, licensing, 
insuring, and legally 
equipping a vehicle; 
knowledge of traffic laws and 
recognize the importance and 
necessity for supporting and 
observing laws; all highway 
signs, signals, and roadway 
markings; rights and 
responsibilities of other 
roadway users, e.g., 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorcyclists; the roles of 
engineering, enforcement, and 
education in the highway 
transportation system; safety 
problems and data concerning 
the highway transportation 
system; the Good Samaritan 
Law; legal requirements 
pertaining to the reporting of 
traffic collisions; and 
requirements in the West 

Students performing at the 
novice level will need 
assistance to 
demonstrate/identify: the legal 
requirement for owning and 
operating a vehicle, i.e., 
registration, titling, licensing, 
insuring, and legally 
equipping a vehicle; 
knowledge of traffic laws and 
recognize the importance and 
necessity for supporting and 
observing laws; all highway 
signs, signals, and roadway 
markings; rights and 
responsibilities of other 
roadway users, e.g., 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
motorcyclists; the roles of 
engineering, enforcement, and 
education in the highway 
transportation system; safety 
problems and data concerning 
the highway transportation 
system; the Good Samaritan 
Law; legal requirements 
pertaining to the reporting of 
traffic collisions; and 
requirements in the West 
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pertaining to the reporting of 
traffic collisions; identifying 
requirements in the West 
Virginia Driver Licensing 
Handbook. 

Virginia Driver Licensing 
Handbook. 

Handbook. Virginia Driver Licensing 
Handbook. 

Virginia Driver Licensing 
Handbook. 

Objectives Students will 
DE.05.01 identify and explain the legal requirement for owning and operating a vehicle, i.e., registration, titling, licensing, insuring, and legally equipping a 

vehicle. 
DE.05.02 identify the knowledge of traffic laws and recognize the importance and necessity for supporting and observing laws. 
DE.05.03 identify and comply to all highway signs, signals, and roadway markings. 
DE.05.04 explain the rights and responsibilities of other roadway users, e.g., pedestrians, bicyclists, motorcyclists and ATVs. 
DE.05.05 explain the roles of engineering, enforcement, and education in the highway transportation system. 
DE.05.06 identify and discuss safety problems and data concerning the highway transportation system. 
DE.05.07 explain the Good Samaritan Law . 
DE.05.08 explain the legal requirements pertaining to the reporting of traffic collisions. 
DE.05.09 Describe and explain the requirements in the West Virginia Driver Licensing Handbook. 

 
 Driver Education 
Standard:6 The Vehicle (DE.S.6) 
(DE.S.6) Students will 

identify procedures for the purchase, ownership, and use of a vehicle;  
identify preventive maintenance checks for the safe and efficient operation of the vehicle;  
identify strategies for trip planning, map reading, and budgeting of money for vehicular-related costs; and 
explain behaviors that are distractive to the driver and their potential consequences.  
 

Performance Descriptors DE.S.6 
Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice 

Students performing at the 
distinguished level will serve 
as a model for others when: 
using technology to 
demonstrate the process of 
trip planning, i.e., budget, 
route, map reading and 
navigation systems; 
identifying preventive 
maintenance checks for 
keeping a vehicle operating 
efficiently; identifying the 

Students performing at the 
above mastery level will 
identify, analyze and explain:  
technology used to the 
process of trip planning, i.e., 
budget, route, map reading 
and navigation systems; 
preventive maintenance 
checks for keeping a vehicle 
operating efficiently; the 
signs/symptoms which 
indicate vehicle malfunctions, 

Students performing at the 
mastery level will identify: 
technology used to the 
process of trip planning, i.e., 
budget, route, map reading 
and navigation systems; 
preventive maintenance 
checks for keeping a vehicle 
operating efficiently; the 
signs/symptoms which 
indicate vehicle malfunctions, 
e.g., gauges, lights, noise, 

Students performing at the 
partial mastery level will need 
encouragement to identify: 
 technology used to the 
process of trip planning, i.e., 
budget, route, map reading 
and navigation systems; 
preventive maintenance 
checks for keeping a vehicle 
operating efficiently; the 
signs/symptoms which 
indicate vehicle malfunctions, 

Students performing at the 
novice level will need 
assistance to identify:  
technology used to the 
process of trip planning, i.e., 
budget, route, map reading 
and navigation systems; 
preventive maintenance 
checks for keeping a vehicle 
operating efficiently; the 
signs/symptoms which 
indicate vehicle malfunctions, 
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signs/symptoms which 
indicate vehicle malfunctions, 
e.g., gauges, lights, noise, 
etc.; describing the process of 
evaluating new/used vehicles; 
and  using technological tools 
to demonstrate the financial 
implications of owning, 
purchasing, or leasing 
vehicles, comparing insurance 
and maintenance cost, etc. 

e.g., gauges, lights, noise, 
etc.; the process of evaluating 
new/used vehicles; and 
technological tools used to 
demonstrate the financial 
implications of owning, 
purchasing, or leasing 
vehicles, comparing insurance 
and maintenance cost, etc.   

etc.; the process of evaluating 
new/used vehicles; and 
technological tools used to 
demonstrate the financial 
implications of owning, 
purchasing, or leasing 
vehicles, comparing insurance 
and maintenance cost, etc.   

e.g., gauges, lights, noise, 
etc.; the process of evaluating 
new/used vehicles; and 
technological tools used to 
demonstrate the financial 
implications of owning, 
purchasing, or leasing 
vehicles, comparing insurance 
and maintenance cost, etc.   

e.g., gauges, lights, noise, 
etc.; the process of evaluating 
new/used vehicles; and 
technological tools used to 
demonstrate the financial 
implications of owning, 
purchasing, or leasing 
vehicles, comparing insurance 
and maintenance cost, etc.   

Objectives Students will 
DE.06.01 use technology to demonstrate the process of trip planning, i.e., budget, route, and map reading and navigation systems. 
DE.06.02 identify and explain preventive maintenance checks for keeping a vehicle operating efficiently 
DE.06.03 Identify and explain the signs/symptoms which indicate vehicle malfunctions, e.g., gauges, lights, noise, etc. 
DE.06.04 describe the process of evaluating new/used vehicles i.e., Kelly blue book and car fax, etc. 
DE.06.05 use technological tools to demonstrate the financial implications of owning, purchasing, or leasing vehicles, comparing insurance and maintenance 

cost, etc. 
 


